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Statutes 



Who enacts statutes? 

 the U.S. Congress 

 the State legislature 

 



Why are statutes important? 

 Affect common law 

 May codify common law 

 May amend existing common law 

 May overturn common law 

 May create a new area of law 



Creation of Statutes 

Introduction to Federal Statutes  

Bill Passes 

Congress 

President 

Signs Bill 

Public 

Law 

Public Law 

Statutory 

Code 

Pvt.L. 108-004 For the relief of Durreshahwar Durreshahwar, Nida 
Hasan, Asna Hasan, Anum Hasan, and Iqra Hasan. NOTE: Oct. 30, 
2004 - [H.R. 867] 



How are statutes published? 

 Slip Laws 

 Session Laws: chronological 
arrangement 

 Codes: subject arrangement 



Slip Laws 

 Elements: 

 113 Stat.1732 

 Public Law 106-152, the 
152 statute enacted by 
the 106th Congress; or 
Private Law 103-2   

 Date of Passage 

 Bill number: H.R. 1887, 
S. 507  

 Title of Act 

 Chapters and Sections 



Session Laws, Chronological Arrangement  

 Statutes at Large—official, published by the 
Government Printing Office (GPO) 

 United States Code & Congressional 
Administrative News (USCCAN), 82nd 
Congress, 2nd session (1952)—unofficial by 
West, Commercial publishers publish them much 
faster.  

 Chronological compilation of both public and 
private laws enacted by each Congressional 
session 



Statutes at Large: 130 v 



US Codes,  

 a subject arrangement of public laws 

 Types: 

 Official: un-annotated by official publishers 

 Unofficial: annotated by unofficial publishers 



US Official Code: about 35 v 



USCA & USCS 



United States Code 

 From 1926 

 Subject arrangement of enacted laws 

 Arranged in 50 subject titles (since 
2010, 51 titles) 

 Titles are divided into chapters and 
then into sections.  

 Un-annotated 

 



51 Titles of the United States Code  
 Title 1, General Provisions  

 Title 2, The Congress  

 Title 3, The President  

 Title 4, Flag and Seal, Seat 
of Government, and the 
States  

 Title 5, Government 
Organization and Employees; 
and Appendix  

 Title 6, Domestic Security 

 Title 7, Agriculture  

 Title 8, Aliens and Nationality  

 Title 9, Arbitration  

 Title 10, Armed Forces; and 
Appendix  

 Title 11, Bankruptcy; and 
Appendix  

 Title 12, Banks and Banking  

 

 Title 13, Census  

 Title 14, Coast Guard  

 Title 15, Commerce and 
Trade  

 Title 16, Conservation  

 Title 17, Copyrights  

 Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 
Procedure; and Appendix  

 Title 19, Customs Duties  

 Title 20, Education  

 Title 21, Food and Drugs  

 Title 22, Foreign Relations 
and Intercourses 

 Title 23, Highways  

 Title 24, Hospitals and 
Asylums  

 Title 25, Indians  

 Title 26, Internal Revenue 
Code; and Appendix  

 



 Title 27, Intoxicating Liquors  

 Title 28, Judiciary and 
Judicial Procedure; and 
Appendix  

 Title 29, Labor  

 Title 30, Mineral Lands and 
Mining  

 Title 31, Money and Finance  

 Title 32, National Guard  

 Title 33, Navigation and 
Navigable Waters  

 Title 34, Navy (Repealed)  

 Title 35, Patents  

 Title 36, Patriotic Societies 
and Observances  

 Title 37, Pay and Allowances 
of the Uniformed Services  

 Title 38, Veterans' Benefits; 
and Appendix  

 Title 39, Postal Service  

 

 

 Title 40, Public Buildings, 
Property, and Works; and 
Appendix  

 Title 41, Public Contracts  

 Title 42, The Public Health and 
Welfare  

 Title 43, Public Lands  

 Title 44, Public Printing and 
Documents  

 Title 45, Railroads  

 Title 46, Shipping; and 
Appendix  

 Title 47, Telegraphs, 
Telephones, and 
Radiotelegraphs  

 Title 48, Territories and Insular 
Possessions  

 Title 49, Transportation  

 Title 50, War and National 
Defense; and Appendix  

 Title 51—National and 
Commercial Space Programs 



TITLE 8. ALIENS AND NATIONALITY  

 CHAPTER 12-IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY  
 SUBCHAPTER I-GENERAL PROVISIONS  

 § 1101. Definitions  

 § 1102. Diplomatic and semidiplomatic immunities  

 § 1103. Powers and duties of the Secretary, the Under Secretary, 
and the Attorney General  

 § 1104. Powers and duties of Secretary of State  

 § 1105. Liaison with internal security officers; data exchange  

 § 1105a. Employment authorization for battered spouses of 
certain nonimmigrants 

 …….. 
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A Public Law’s Broad Effect on 
the Code 

Amend 

Add New Section 

Repeal 

One public law frequently affects many different 

sections and event titles of the statutory code. 

Public Law Statutory Code 



Statutory Code 
Amending a Code Section 

Public Law 

IN GENERAL -- Section 101(a)(27)(C)(ii) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii) is amended by striking 

“1997,” each place it appears and inserting “2000,”. 

Before October 1, 1997... Before October 1, 2000... 



Statutory Code 
Adding a New Code Section 

  

Public Law 

§ 14401. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

Congress finds the following: 

       (1) The Federal Government provides financial support for the provision of and  

    payment for health care services, as well as for advocacy activities to protect the rights  

    of individuals. 

       (2) Assisted suicide, euthanasia, and mercy killing have been criminal offenses  

    throughout the United States and, under current law, it would be unlawful to provide 



Repealing a Code Section 
Public Law Statutory Code 

§ 776. Repealed. Pub.L. 105-28, § 2(b)(2), July 18, 1997, 111  

Stat. 245 



Homeland Security Act of 2002 
affects the following 20 titles of USC 

1. Title 3 The President 

2. Title 5 Government Organization 
and Employees 

3. Title 6 Domestic Security 

4. Title 7 Agriculture 

5. Title 8 Aliens and Nationality 

6. Title 10 Armed Forces 

7. Title 14 Coast Guard 

8. Title 15 Commerce and Trade 

9. Title 19 Customs Duties 

10. Title 20 Education 

11. Title 21 Food and Drugs 

12. Title 26 Internal Revenue Code 

 

 

1. Title 28 Judiciary and 
Judicial Procedure 

2. Title 31 Money and Finance 

3. Title 37 Pay and Allowances 
of the Uniformed Services 

4. Title 40 Public Buildings, 
Property, and Works 

5. Title 41 Public Contracts 

6. Title 44 Public Printing and 
Documents 

7. Title 49 Transportation 

8. Title 50 War and National 
Defense 



USC Model 

In 1926, codified all laws 
into the USC 

 

After 1926, new acts 

 

Legislative Approval 

 

Codification 

 

United States Code 

European Model 

 

 

 

Codify individual codes & 
draft acts 

 

Legislative Approval 

 

Compilation 

 

Individual codes & acts 



United States Code: extra 
contents 

 Historical Notes 

 Cross References 

 Index 

 Tables 



Codes 

 Un-annotated: 
usually codes 
published by 
the federal or 
state 
governments 

 Annotated:  

 published by commercial 
publishers based on official 
codes, the major publishers are 
West and Lexis 

 Annotated with descriptions of 
cases interpreting the statutes, 
historical notes, and references 
to secondary materials 
discussing the statutes 



 
United States Code Annotated (USCA) 

 Published by West 

 Based on United States Code 

 Annotated with cases, references to secondary 
materials, such as law review articles, etc. 

 



USCA & USCS 



USCA & USCS 

 Law 

 Historical Notes 

 Cross References 

 Editorial Enhancements  
 Library References: cited to 

secondary sources 

 Notes of Decisions: 
annotated with cases, 
regulations & administrative 
cases (USCS) 



USCA v. USCS in Editorial 
Enhancements 

 USCA by West 
 Library References: 

cited to West’s 
secondary sources 

 Notes of Decisions: 
annotated with judicial 
cases,  

 

 USCS by Lexis 
 Library References: 

cited to Lexis’ secondary 
sources 

 Notes of Decisions: 
annotated with judicial 
cases, federal 
regulations & 
administrative cases 

 



Example: U.S. v. Diaz, 936 F.2d 786 
(5th Cir. 1991) 

 To establish a violation of 8 USCA § 
1324(a)(1)(A)(ii), the government must 
prove: (1) the transporting or moving of an 
alien within the United States; (2) that the 
alien was present in violation of the law; (3) 
that the defendant was aware of the alien's 
illegal status; and (4) that the defendant 
acted willfully in furtherance of the alien's 
violation of the law.  

http://web2.westlaw.com/Find/Default.wl?DB=1000546&DocName=8USCAS1324&FindType=L&AP=&RS=WLW2.78&VR=2.0&SV=Split&MT=LawSchool&FN=_top
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USCA 













USCS 







Compare with Lexis 





Secondary sources 





Annotated with cases 



Indexes 

 Table of Contents 

 Subject 

 Popular Name Tables 

 Tables, for examples Tables to cross 
reference between slip/session law 
titles/sections and those of US Code 



State Codes 

 Some states call them codes, such as 
Code of Alabama, Revised Code of 
Ohio; some states call them statute, 
such as New Mexico Statutes, Revised 
Missouri Statute 

 Similar to USCA & USCS, most of the 
annotated states codes are published 
by West, Lexis and Michie 



Missouri Statute Annotated 



Methods of Retrieving Federal 
Statutes 

 By Specific Issue or Facts 

 USCA Index (Print) 

 Word Search on Westlaw or Lexis 

 By Popular Name 

 USCA Popular Name Table 

 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

Is a background 

check required 

before selling a 

handgun? 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

  

Is a 

background 

check 

required 

before 

selling a 

handgun? 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

Is a 

background 

check 

required 

before 

selling a 

handgun? 

HANDGUNS 

See FIREARMS, generally, this index 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

Is a 

background 

check 

required 

before 

selling a 

handgun? 

FIREARMS 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

Is a 

background 

check 

required 

before 

selling a 

handgun? 

Background check system, handgun control, 

generally, 18 § 922 



Hard to  
use 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

Is a 

background 

check 

required 

before 

selling a 

handgun? 



Using the USCA Index in Print 

Is a 

background 

check 

required 

before 

selling a 

handgun? 

18 § 922 

§ 922  Unlawful acts 



Methods of Retrieving Federal 
Statutes 

 By Specific Issue or Facts 

 USCA Index (Print) 

 Word Search on Westlaw 

 By Popular Name 

 USCA Popular Name Table 



USCA Popular Name Table in 
Print 

Retrieve the 

Brady Handgun 

Violence 

Prevention Act. 



James Brady and President 
Clinton 1993 



March 30, 1981 





USCA Popular Name Table in 
Print 

Methods of Retrieving Federal Statutes  

Retrieve the 

Brady 

Handgun 

Violence 

Prevention 

Act. 

U to Z 
Popular Name Table 



USCA Popular Name Table in 
Print 

Methods of Retrieving Federal Statutes  

Retrieve the 

Brady 

Handgun 

Violence 

Prevention 

Act. 

Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act 

   Pub.L. 103-150, Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1536 (18 §§ 921, 921 

         note, 922, 922 note, 923, 924, 925A) 

   Pub.L. 103-322, Title XXI, Subtitle F, § 210603(b), Sept. 13 1994, 

         108 Stat. 2074 (18 § 922 note) 

   Pub.L.  104-294, Title VI, § 603(h), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3504 

         (18 § 922 note) 



Updating Federal Statutes in 
Print 

2001 

Cumulative Annual Pocket Part 

Includes the Laws of the 

105th CONGRESS, First Session (1997)  
For Later Laws and Cases 

Consult 

USCA 

Interim Pamphlet Service 



Updating Federal Statutes 
Public 

Law 

Public Law 

USCC&AN® in Print 

US-PL database on Westlaw 

USCA and supplementation in Print 

USCA database on Westlaw 

Statutory 

Code 



Expanding Statutory Research 
KeyCite or 

Shepardize 

Legislative 

History 

Secondary  

Sources 

Regulations 

STATUTE 

Cases 

Annotations 
Statutory 

Citators 







 
18 usca 922 



Keycite: Statute 



















17 proposed bills















Proper Citation For Statues: 
Bluebook Rule 12 

 Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act (Brady 
Bill), Pub.L. 103-159, 107 Stat. 1536 (1993) 
(codified as amended at 18 U.S.C.A. §§ 921-925A 
(West 2009)). 

 For the abbreviated state code name, see T.1: United 
States Jurisdictions to find your state 

 McKinney’s Consolidated Laws of New York 
Annotated 

 N.Y. [subject] Law § x (McKinney Year) 

 § (MS Word, Insert—Symbols §) 



Statute Update 

 Use an Annotated Code 

 Check Pocket Part 

 Interim Supplements/Advanced Sheets 

 Shepardise or Keycite the statutory 
section 

 



USCA & USCS 



Proper Citation For Statues: 
Bluebook Rule 12 

 Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act (Brady 
Bill), Pub.L. 103-159, 107 Stat. 1536 (1993) 
(codified as amended at 18 U.S.C.A. §§ 921-925A 
(West 2009)). 

 For the abbreviated state code name, see T.1: United 
States Jurisdictions to find your state 

 McKinney’s Consolidated Laws of New York 
Annotated 

 N.Y. [subject] Law § x (McKinney Year) 

 § (MS Word, Insert—Symbols §) 



Strategy – Statutory Research  

1. Access generally through the index or popular name 
table 

2. Browse the statutory outline for pertinent related statutes 

3. You must be sure the statute is exactly on point 

4. If it is a complex statute make sure you thoroughly 
understand the statutory scheme 

5. Don’t just read the section you find from the index, 
browse the whole chapter 

6. You must be prepared to analogize other similar statutes 

7. You must update 

 


