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Topics for International Legal Research 

1. Foreign Law 

2. Comparative Law 

3. Public International Law 

4. Private International Law 

5. International Customary Law 

6. Domestic laws related to foreign elements 



Role of International Law in US 

Law 

• US Constitution Article VI 

– Treaties are the law of the land 

– Treaties create an obligation under international law 

– Treaties also have status as U.S. domestic law 



How a treaty becomes a law in 

the US and China? 

• Secretary of State authorizes negotiation. 

• U.S. representatives negotiate. 

• Agree on terms, and upon authorization of Secretary of 

State, sign treaty. 

• President submits treaty to Senate. 

• Senate Foreign Relations Committee considers treaty and 

reports to Senate; Senate considers and approves by 2/3 

majority (U.S. Constitution Article II, sec. 2).  

• President proclaims entry into force. 

– i.e. North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFT): TITLE 

19 CUSTOMS DUTIES, CHAPTER 21: 19 USC §§3301-3473 



Sources of International Law from a 

country’s point of view 

• International Agreements 

– Treaties  

– Executive Agreements, binding as treaties 

• Judicial Decisions 

– Domestic international courts 

– International Tribunals 

• Customary International Laws 

– Records of a State’s foreign relations/practices 

– Practice of international organizations, i.e. UN 

resolutions 



Treaties 

• Also called international agreements, 
conventions, pacts, covenants, 
charters, executive agreements, 
protocols, accords, declarations, etc, 
or by a city name. 

• The treaty research – if it is 
multilateral or bilateral, if it is recent, if 
the US is a party to the agreement, or 
if the US is not a party to the treaty. 



Major Official Treaty Publications 

U.S. as a Party 

• Slip Laws – Treaties And Other International 

Acts (T.I.A.S.) Since 1945 

• Session Laws – United States Treaties And Other 

International Agreements (U.S.T.) Since 1950,  

• By Statute They Are Authoritative Sources For 

The Text of Agreements Published 

 



Major Commercial Publications, US as 

a Party 

• Oceana: Consolidated Treaties & 
International Agreements Current Document 
Service United States (print & online) , the 
most comprehensive 

• Lexis: USTRTY (1776-), ILM (International 
Legal Materials) 

• Westlaw: USTREATIES (1778-), ILM 

• Hein: United States Treaties and Other 
International Agreements (in Microfiche) & 
Heinonline 

 







International Treaties, UN, & EU 

Treaties 

• United Nations Treaty Series (UNTS) at 

http://untreaty.un.org/,  

– used to be fee based, now free 

– Access: … – Research Databases – United Nations 

Treaty Series 

• European Treaty Series Website free at 

http://conventions.coe.int/  

http://untreaty.un.org/
http://conventions.coe.int/


UN Treaty Series 

 



UN Treaty Series 





Free International Treaty Portal 

• EISIL Treaty Collections at 

http://www.eisil.org/index.php?sid=808053901&c

at=705&t=sub_pages 

– Electronic Information System of International Law 

(EISIL) of American Society of International Law 

(ASIL) 

 

http://catalog.wustl.edu/
http://catalog.wustl.edu/




Subject Specialized Treaty Series 

• US Tax Treaties, such as: 

– CCH Tax Treaties Reporter 

• Intellectual and Industrial Property 

– World IP Organization, www.wipo.org 

• Trade 

– World Trade Organization, www.wto.org 

 

http://www.wipo.org/
http://www.wto.org/


Treaty Research Steps 

• Determine if it is a bilateral or multinational treaty 

• Try Subject Specialized Databases first 

• Is the U.S. a party? 

– If so, Oceana’s U.S. Treaty Researcher (Oxford U. 

Press), Westlaw or Lexis 

– If not, try UN Treaty Online or regional organization 

law websites 



What to look for? 

• Find the text in an authoritative source  

• Determine if the treaty is in force  

– With what parties?  

– Any reservations? 

• Interpret the treaty’s provisions  

– Judicial decisions 

– Secondary sources 



Private International Laws  

• Deal with private matters, such as international 

business transaction 

• Codes, conduct standards, arbitration rules, trade 

terms, etc. 

• Examples: ICC’s Incoterms, such as FOB, CIF? 









Hypo 1. An Italian Defendant  

• An Italian-born restaurant owner was accused of 

killing a tax collector in Miami and escaped to Italy. 

Italian courts tried and convicted the Italian-born 

restaurant owner, choosing to handle the case 

themselves rather than send the man back to Florida 

for trial. 

• Can Florida Court enforce the Italian government to 

send the restaurant owner back to Miami for a trial? 

• So what kind of treaty we are looking for? 



Hypo 1. Death Penalty & Extradition 

• Italy has refused to extradite suspects who might face 
execution. Is there a treaty between the United States 
and Italy governing extradition? Can the man be 
extradited to the U.S.? 



Oceana  







Overview World Legal Systems 

Foreign Legal Research 



www.juriglobe.ca: World Legal Systems 

 





















Foreign Law Research  

• Discussion:  

– Are all the primary sources of your 

country’s laws available on the Internet?  

– If so, are they free?  

– How many percents are available in 

English? 

– How to search? 
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Foreign Legal Research Guides at  

http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/ 

http://www.nyulawglobal.org/Globalex/


Foreign Law Research: Major Portals 

• World Legal Information Institute (WorldLII) 

by several NGOs of U.S., Australia, UK, etc. 

at http://www.worldlii.org/ 

• The Global Legal Information Network 

(GLIN) by Library of Congress at 

http://www.glin.gov/ 

 

http://www.worldlii.org/
http://www.glin.gov/




UN Documents 

• The complete set of UN International Law  
Commission documents is available in English and 
French on the ILC website: 
http://www.un.org/law/ilc/index.htm  

• Other language versions are linked when available.  

• It is possible to search the full text:    

http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/dtSearch/Search_Forms/dtS
earch.html 

• The Research page gives guidance on researching 
ILC material: http://untreaty.un.org/ilc/research.htm  
 

http://www.un.org/law/ilc/index.htm


Hypo 2. US Tax Treaties 

• Assuming you are clerking with the General 

Council Office of the Washington 

University, your supervisor tells you that 

there is a Chinese undergraduate student 

who wants to work for the Olin Library as a 

student worker, and asks you to find out the 

tax exemption for students from Indonesia. 



Hypo 2: Searching 

• Right: try Westlaw 

• Left: try Lexis 

• After trying both Westlaw and Lexis, try 

CCH Intelliconnect  

http://www.intelliconnect.cch.com/


Hypo 2: Searching (continued) 

• Right: try Westlaw: click on Directory --  Topical 
Materials by Area of Practice – Taxation -- RIA 

- International Tax Treaties (RIA-TAXT) or 

WGL Combined Tax Treatises (WGL-TAXT):  
keyword search  

• Left: try Lexis: click on Taxation –- > Tax 

Analysts Worldwide > Tax Analysts 

Worldwide Tax Treaties Combined Files  or  

Rhoades & Langer U.S. International Taxation 

& Tax Treaties   --  look for Indonesia  

https://web2.westlaw.com/search/default.wl?rs=WLW9.10&ifm=NotSet&fn=_top&sv=Split&db=RIA-TAXT&vr=2.0&rp=%2fsearch%2fdefault.wl&mt=208
https://web2.westlaw.com/search/default.wl?rs=WLW9.10&ifm=NotSet&fn=_top&sv=Split&db=RIA-TAXT&vr=2.0&rp=%2fsearch%2fdefault.wl&mt=208
https://web2.westlaw.com/search/default.wl?rs=WLW9.10&ifm=NotSet&fn=_top&sv=Split&db=RIA-TAXT&vr=2.0&rp=%2fsearch%2fdefault.wl&mt=208
https://web2.westlaw.com/search/default.wl?rs=WLW9.10&ifm=NotSet&fn=_top&sv=Split&db=RIA-TAXT&vr=2.0&rp=%2fsearch%2fdefault.wl&mt=208
http://web2.westlaw.com/search/default.wl?DB=WGL%2DTAXT&RS=WLW2.79&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&RecreatePath=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&Reissue=0
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/adf?_m=ad1a2f2cc78579cd04584a8ea3017aec&_src=11408.3005549&_cat=3005549&_adftype=3&wchp=dGLbVtb-lSlWk&_md5=51babfe41430205b604d34a5718c4ed3
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/adf?_m=ad1a2f2cc78579cd04584a8ea3017aec&_src=11408.3005549&_cat=3005549&_adftype=3&wchp=dGLbVtb-lSlWk&_md5=51babfe41430205b604d34a5718c4ed3
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/adf?_m=d9e2d64abbcb21fab4280cd3f6186334&_src=250058.3005549&_cat=3005535&_adftype=3&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAl&_md5=faa9ad7d03c99193e7b3b90b457a368c
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/adf?_m=d9e2d64abbcb21fab4280cd3f6186334&_src=250058.3005549&_cat=3005535&_adftype=3&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAl&_md5=faa9ad7d03c99193e7b3b90b457a368c
http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=d9e2d64abbcb21fab4280cd3f6186334&_src=211210.3005549&_cat=3005535&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=211210&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAl&_md5=a738d87c0502a81fea5d974bdea48372
http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=d9e2d64abbcb21fab4280cd3f6186334&_src=211210.3005549&_cat=3005535&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=211210&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLzVlz-zSkAl&_md5=a738d87c0502a81fea5d974bdea48372


Hypo 3. Foreign Citizens Arrested 

• Karl and his brother Walter LaGrand came to the 

United States from Germany as boys in 1967 after 

their mother married an American serviceman.  In 

1982, the two brothers attempted to rob a bank.  The 

attempt was botched.  During the attempt Karl 

fatally stabbed a bank manager.  Both Karl and his 

brother were given the death sentence.   

• German officials complained that they didn't learn of 

the brothers' case until 1992, eight years after they 

were sentenced to die.  



Hypo 3: Issues 

• Does any international laws requires nations to notify 

consulates when foreign citizens have been arrested? 

• If so, what is the name of the international law? 



Hypo 3: Searching 

• Right: try Westlaw: Topical Materials by Area of 
Practice > International Law (see also 
International/Worldwide Materials) > 
International Agreements & Treaties > U.S. 
Treaties & Other International Agreements Title 
search: consular relation 

• Center: try Lexis: Legal > Area of Law – By Topic > 
International Law > Treaties & International 
Agreements > U.S. Treaties on 
LEXIS;  Terms: "convention on consular relation" and 
germany  

• Left: try TIARA US Treaties Researcher, title search 

http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000613&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000613&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000812&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000812&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Search/result.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirTab=ALLDBS&DB=USTREATIES&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Search/result.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirTab=ALLDBS&DB=USTREATIES&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel?_m=4aa93ff3886efdcc9e0bf59df98a6b13&_chgTab=4&_fmtstr=XCITE&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=47b2d03377e0d4b57d847def28221715
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=4aa93ff3886efdcc9e0bf59df98a6b13&_cat=3001148&_chgTab=4&_fmtstr=XCITE&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=6915ea66a324ba5f29092445a34037a0
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=4aa93ff3886efdcc9e0bf59df98a6b13&_cat=3001149&_chgTab=4&_fmtstr=XCITE&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=4b3bac313b3633c9f5dc66454003bf55
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=4aa93ff3886efdcc9e0bf59df98a6b13&_cat=3001149&_chgTab=4&_fmtstr=XCITE&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=4b3bac313b3633c9f5dc66454003bf55


Hypo 4: International trade convention 

• Shanghai Grain Import Co. entered a 2,000 ton wheat 
purchase contract with Missouri Wheat Export Co.  The 
seller agreed to deliver the wheat in October 1999.  Both 
parties failed to specify which country=s law will apply to this 

sale contract.  On September 20, 1999, the seller delivered 
1,000 tons of wheat to the buyer.  Because the buyer did not 
have the warehouse ready until October 1, 1999, the buyer 
had to rent a storage space for the wheat. On September 22, 
1999, the wheat price in the international market plunged 
40%.  The buyer wanted to terminate the contract because the 
seller breached the contract term by delivering the wheat too 
early.  The seller replied that the seller would deliver the rest 
of the wheat in October 1999 when the buyer=s warehouse 

was ready and would be willing to pay for the storage rental 
for the first delivery made before October 1999. 



Hypo 4 (continued) 

• Is there any international treaty applicable? If so, 

which international treaty should be applied to the 

contract? If you find one, is the remedy provided by 

the seller reasonable according to the international 

treaty that you find?  Which article do you find in the 

treaty? 



Hypo 4: (continued) 

• United Nations convention on contracts for the 

international sale of goods 

• Where to search? 

• Article 52 (1) 

http://brs.oceanalaw.com:8080/bin/chkdate?f=rbody&state=dphmsd.9.1&queue=yes
http://brs.oceanalaw.com:8080/bin/chkdate?f=rbody&state=dphmsd.9.1&queue=yes


Hypo 4: Searching 

• Right: try Westlaw: click on Directory --  

Topical Materials by Area of Practice – 

• Left: try Lexis 

 



Hypo 4: Searching (continued) 

• Right: try Westlaw: Topical Materials by Area of 
Practice > International Law (see also 
International/Worldwide Materials) > 
International Agreements & Treaties > U.S. 
Treaties & Other International Agreements  

• Left: try Lexis: Legal > Area of Law - By 
Topic > International Law > Treaties & International 
Agreements > U.S. Treaties on LEXIS, "sale of goods" 
/5 contract 

http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000613&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000613&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000812&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Directory/contentmenu.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirAction=JumpTree&ItemKey=WDIR00000000000000000000000000812&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Search/result.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirTab=ALLDBS&DB=USTREATIES&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://web2.westlaw.com/Search/result.wl?RS=WLW2.90&VR=2.0&SV=Split&FN=_top&MT=LawSchool&Reissue=0&RP=%2Fdirectory%2Fdefault%2Ewl&DirTab=ALLDBS&DB=USTREATIES&DirTab=ALLDBS
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=4e6826853c99cdd861a714c85bb8cf15
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3000002&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=c31ba1e44c7a56299be72fc179a6a232
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3000002&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=c31ba1e44c7a56299be72fc179a6a232
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3000002&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=c31ba1e44c7a56299be72fc179a6a232
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3000002&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=c31ba1e44c7a56299be72fc179a6a232
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3000002&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=c31ba1e44c7a56299be72fc179a6a232
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3001148&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=47fbb5768a4373e7a804119b538d7c90
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3001149&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=6ee88c885b026ba24053969b1d50aec4
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/interm?_m=b069c317dfea23de43ebf31c4c85acd3&_cat=3001149&_chgTab=4&wchp=dGLbVlz-zSkAB&_md5=6ee88c885b026ba24053969b1d50aec4

