
Federal Statute Citations
Westlaw: Employee Polygraph Protection Act, 29 
U.S.C.A. §2005 (West 2014)

Lexis: Employee Polygraph Protection Act, 29 
U.S.C.S. §2005 (LexisNexis 2014)

Employee Polygraph Protection Act, Pub.L. 
100-347, § 6, 1988, 102 Stat. 647, codified at 
U.S.C.A. §2005 (West 2014)



Legal Research 8: Practicing 
Resources

Court Rules
Forms
Continue Legal Education
Practice & Subject-Matter 
Services/Mini-Libraries



Court Rules

 Who make federal court rules?
 The Rules Enabling Act, 28 U.S.C. § 2072, 1988, 

Federal Courts can make court rules

 Who make state court rules?
 In most of states, courts
 In a few states, legislatures
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Where to find federal court rules?
 18 USC Part II (Criminal Procedure) and 28 

USC Part V (Judicial Procedure)
 Various pamphlets
 Courts’ websites 
 18  & 28 USCA and 18 & 28 USCS with 

annotations – useful
 Treatises: Wright & Miller’s Federal Practice 

and Procedure, Moore’s Federal Practice – 
most useful



Wright & Miller’s Federal 
Practice and Procedure: 40 v

 Volume 4, 4A, 4B 
 Chapter 1 - History of Procedure in the 

Federal Courts 
 Chapter 2 - Scope and Effect of Rules; 

One Form of Action 
 Chapter 3 - Commencement of Action; 

Service of Process and Other Papers; 
Time 

 Volume 5, 5A 
 Chapter 4 - Pleadings and Motions 
 Volume 6, 6A 
 Chapter 4 - Pleadings and Motions 

(continued) 
 Chapter 5 - Parties 

 





Select a treatise on Westlaw: Wright and 
Miller Federal Practice and Procedure

 Westlaw: Home > Secondary 
Sources > Texts & Treatises > Litigation 
Texts & Treatises > Federal Practice & 
Procedure (Wright & Miller)

 Lexis: Brower >By Category > Secondary 
Materials > select or search for
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Where to find state court rules?

 State codes
 Various pamphlets
 Courts’ websites
 Annotated state codes
 Treatises: Wright & Miller’s Missouri 

Practice and Procedure



Legal Forms
 West’s Legal Forms: 

more than 30 
volumes set

 On Westlaw



What type of legal resources would you 
like to begin with your legal research?

 A good treatise that organizes statutes, 
cases, administrative regulations and 
decisions through commentaries, and 
citations, and is updated regularly
 In print
 Online



Practice & Topic Resources
 Treatises

 Looseleafs
 Bound volumes with pocket parts
 Publications updated Annually

 Continuing Legal Education (CLE)
 Westlaw, Lexis
 Other websites
 They are expensive



What are Looseleaf Services?
 Law books published in binder format that 

contain a variety of resources relating to a 
single legal topic. (Mini-library).

 Single source for statutes, regulations, court 
cases, administrative agency decisions and 
editorial commentary

 Updated regularly or irregularly
 Generally concentrate on a single area of law.
 Encompass both primary and secondary 

sources
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Looseleafs/Subject-Matter 
Services/Mini-Libraries
 Purpose

 The driving purpose behind: currency and 
comprehensiveness.  

 Very often there will be a newsletter or 
pamphlet reporting current material.
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Example - - Taxation
 To adequately research a tax question you 

need to consider 
 statute, legislative history, regulations.  
 administrative pronouncements: actions on 

decision, announcements, determination letters, 
general counsel memorandums, information 
releases, IRS letter rulings, revenue procedures, 
revenue rulings, technical memorandum.  

 court decisions: United States Tax Court, District 
Courts, Claims Court, Courts of Appeals and the 
U.S. Supreme Court.  

 Help interpreting it all
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CCH  Tax Library 



CCH Federal Tax



More Federal Tax Materials
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Indexes
 Many have multiple indexes and tables.

 subject
 case name
 Table of statutes and/or regulations
 One index may cover current year only, 

and another would cover previous years.
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Filing -- Updating
 May be daily, weekly, monthly, yearly or 

other.
 Two parts: 

 an alert or review of the filing contents
 new pages to be inserted -- together with 

instructions. 

 To determine how current the particular 
looseleaf is, check the date on the last filing.  



Major Publishers
 West
 Lexis
 Kluwer/CCH (Commerce Clearing House)
 Bloomberg/BNA (Bureau of National Affairs)
 Lexis/Matthew Bender
 West/RIA (Research Institute of American)
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What Type of Authority are 
Treatises?
 Secondary source, though when citing 

to an agency decision not available 
elsewhere, that decision is primary 
authority.

 Do not rely on the language of a 
primary authority you find in a looseleaf.  
Check the official version of the 
authority if one exists.



Continuing Legal Education 
(CLE) Publications

INTRODUCTION
Numerous titles
Published in conjunction with CLE programs
Two nationally known publishers

ALI-ABA (American Law Institute-American 
Bar Association)

PLI - Practicing Law Institute
State Bar: CLE, such as MO Bar CLE in looseleaf



CLE - 2
ASSESSMENT

Timeliness
Scope
Reputation of the Authors
Documentation

ALI-ABA
http://www.ali-aba.org

Publications catalog
Also listing of courses



28

ALI-ABA
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CLE - 3
PLI - PRACTICING LAW INSTITUTE

Located in New York
http://www.pli.edu

 Over 200 programs;
 Course Handbooks
 Reference Books



30

PLI
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CLE on Westlaw and Lexis
 Westlaw: Home > Secondary 

Sources > CLE & Seminar Materials

 Lexis: Brower > Secondary Materials > 
search for CLE







On Bloomberg Law



State Bar CLE
Most of them in looseleaf 
format
Cover most of legal subjects
48 titles on Lexis: 
Browse > State > Missouri > 
The Missouri Bar > 48 MoBar 
CLE







Legal Research Resources and Process

KeyCite or
Shepardize

Legislative
History

Secondary 
Sources

Regulations &
Administrative

Decisions

STATUTE

Cases

AnnotationsStatutory
Citators

Treatises

Reviews

Etc.

Digests

Am Jur, 
CJS,ALR

Etc.
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Conclusion
 “Learning what resources are available in a 

particular area may require some preliminary 
research into indexes and directories. Although 
it may take some time to use these specialized 
resources effectively, they can lead directly to 
more productive research and to a better 
understanding and anticipation of legal 
developments”.



Sample Research: Question
A foreign fourth year undergraduate 
student from Wash. U. Computer 
Department has a job offer from a local 
software company and comes to your 
office to ask you to apply for a working 
visa for him. This student has obtained a 
few MS authorized software engineer 
certificates from various workshops.



41

Westlaw & Lexis Search Path: 
H-1b qualification

  Lexis: Browse > By Category > Secondary 
Sources > Search “immigration” within sources 
> choose “Gordon, Mailman, Yale-Loehr & 
Wada Immigration Law and Procedure”

  Westlaw:  Home > Secondary 
Sources > Immigration Secondary 
Sources > Immigration Texts & Treatises > H-
1B Handbook



Research Path
 Lexis: Matthew Bender(R) > Gordon, Mailman & 

Yale-Loehr Immigration Law and Procedure>Non 
Immigrant > Chapter 20 Temporary Workers 
> § 20.08 H-1B: Specialty Occupations (Professions), 
Defense Department Programs; Fashion Modeling

 Westlaw: H-1B Handbook >Chapter 1. 
Introduction and Basic Requirements > C. 
Substantive Requirements > s 1:28. THE 
CREDENTIALS OF THE ALIEN
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Footnotes: citations



















Steps
 Determine whether a comprehensive treatise for 

your research area exists.
 Find out if you can access it.
 Determine what type of material you are 

seeking.  
 Get familiar with the publication in print or 

online database.
 Always update your findings with a citator. 
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More Exercises
Hypo A. “forum selection” /s “cruise line”

Hypo B. (owner or caretaker) /p liability /p 
“pit bull”

Hypo C. depicting /p homosexual /p (liable 
or defamation)



Assignment 1 Hypo A
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Evaluate Research Outcome
1. Beginning: did not consult secondary sources covering the relevant 

area of law
2. Developing: selected one or more sources that cover the topic, but 

either too generally or too specifically to serve as an adequate 
starting points; source(s) was unlikely to contain cities to the 
specific jurisdiction.

3. Proficient: selected one or more sources providing an accessible 
overview of the relevant area of law; source(s) was either 
jurisdictionally or topically specific.

4. Selected multiple sources providing an accessible overview of the 
relevant area of law along with a more in-depth treatment of 
specific issues; at least one of the sources was jurisdictionally 
specific.


